
Curriculum Night 2018 
Mrs. Hayes, Grade 3 

	
A Bit About Me 
 
The Ingredients of a Successful Classroom 
 
v Encouraging, Safe, & Challenging Environment 

• “You Can Learn Anything” philosophy 
• Responsive and Calm Classroom – considers the child’s social/emotional 

development and academic development 
• Criteria for Success – setting clear expectations   
• Collaboration – working with a partner and a small group 
• Academic Choice and Above & Beyond opportunities 

 
v Strong Curriculum & High Expectations 

• Standards Based Curriculum and Report Card 
• ELA  - A Balanced Literacy Approach (includes: opportunities to read on 

level and above level text across genres, comprehension/fluency strategies, 
read aloud, spelling, grammar, vocabulary, & writing workshop – narrative, 
opinion, and informative writing)  

• Interdisciplinary Units (e.g. Weather, American Revolution, Life Cycles)  
• MATH – Use multiple and varied resources (including the enVision 

Program and units by Marilyn Burns) to teach Common Core State 
Standards & 8 Mathematical Practices   

• Individualized Homework – is given on Monday and reviewed the 
following Monday, is an opportunity to reteach/enrich concepts taught in 
class, student specific (tailored to increase success)  

 
v Access to Tools & Technology 

• SMART board 
• Instructional Technology with Mr. Tinker 1x week 
• iPads and laptops  

 
v Parent Involvement 

• Monthly newsletter, updates and housekeeping topics via email, personal 
academic & social growth via telephone  

• Upcoming opportunities to share a book, math game days 
• Checking in regularly with your child: At Home Learning folder, Vinal 

School website, teacher webpage 
	
Questions?  Email me or record them on the 4x6 note card 
along with your name and I will get back to you ASAP. 
 
Thank You For Coming Tonight! 



Grade 3: Year at a Glance
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Mini Map Skills Unit 
Weather Unit

From Molecules to Organisms:
Structures and Processes

Pilgrims/Puritans/
Wampanoags

(incorporate Map Skills)

Events leading to American 
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Diversity

Forces and 
Motion/

Norwell Unit
(map skills)

M
at

h

Launch Math Routines

Data/Graphing

Place Value & Rounding

2 Digit and 3 Digit 
Addition/Subtraction
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      Room 17’s Schedule 
 

	
	
Monday,	Wednesday,	and	Friday	
	
8:45	–	8:55		 	 Student	Arrival	&	Announcements	
	
8:55	–	9:20	 	 Morning	Meeting	
	
9:20	–	10:30				 Reading	Workshop	and	Social	Studies	+		
	 	 	
10:30	–	11:00			 Math	
	
11:00	–	11:45		 Specials:	Art	(Monday)	and	PE	(Wednesday)		
																																									Math	(Friday)	*	
	 	 	 	 	 	
11:45	–	12:00		 Read	Aloud	
	 	 	 	
12:00	–	12:55		 Lunch	and	Recess	*	
	
12:55	–	1:15	 	 Quiet	Time	(independent	reading	and	conferences	with	teacher)		
	
1:15	–	2:15	 	 Math	and	Science	+	
	
2:15	–	3:00	 	 Writing	Workshop	*	
	 	 	 	
3:00	–	3:15	 	 Author’s	Chair	&	Closing	Circle	
	
+	includes	working	snack	(quick,	easy	to	eat	snack)	
*	followed	by	Calm	Classroom	(3	minute	relaxation	and	refocusing	exercise)	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	
Tuesday	and	Thursday	
	
8:45	–	8:55		 	 Student	Arrival	&	Announcements	
	
8:55	–	9:20	 	 Morning	Meeting	
	
9:20	–	10:30				 Instructional	Technology	(Tuesday)	and	Math	(Thursday)	+	
	
10:30	–	11:00			 Math	and	Science	
	
11:00	–	11:45		 Specials:	Music	(Tuesday)	and	Library	(Thursday)	*		
	 	 	 	 	 	
11:45	–	12:00		 Read	Aloud	
	 	 	 	
12:00	–	12:55		 Lunch	and	Recess	*	
	
12:55	–	1:15	 	 Quiet	Time	(independent	reading	and	conferences	with	teacher)		
	
1:15	–	2:15	 	 Reading	Workshop	+	
	
2:15	–	3:00	 	 Writing	Workshop	*	
	 	 	 	
3:00	–	3:15	 	 Author’s	Chair	&	Closing	Circle	
	
+	includes	working	snack	(quick,	easy	to	eat	snack)	
*	followed	by	Calm	Classroom	(3	minute	relaxation	and	refocusing	exercise)	
	
	



The Learning Myth: Why I'll Never Tell My Son 
He's Smart by Salman Khan 
My 5-year-old son has just started reading. Every night, we lay on his 
bed and he reads a short book to me. Inevitably, he'll hit a word that 
he has trouble with: last night the word was "gratefully." He eventually 
got it after a fairly painful minute. He then said, "Dad, aren't you glad 
how I struggled with that word? I think I could feel my brain growing." 
I smiled: my son was now verbalizing the tell-tale signs of a 'growth- 
mindset.' But this wasn't by accident. Recently, I put into practice 
research I had been reading about for the past few years, and I decided 
to praise my son not when he succeeded at things he was already good 
at, but when he persevered with things that he found difficult. I 
stressed to him that by struggling, your brain grows. Between the 
deep body of research on the field of learning mindsets and this 
personal experience with my son, I am more convinced than ever that 
mindsets toward learning could matter more than anything 
else we teach. 

Researchers have known for some time that the brain is like a muscle; 
that the more you use it the more it grows. They've found that neural 
connections form and deepen most when we make mistakes doing 
difficult tasks rather than repeatedly having success with easy ones. 
What this means is that our intelligence is not fixed: and the 
best way that we can grow our intelligence is to embrace 
tasks where we might struggle and fail. 

However, not everyone realizes this. Dr. Carol Dweck of Stanford 
University has been studying people's mindsets towards learning for 
decades. She has found that most people adhere to one of two 
mindsets: fixed or growth. Fixed mindsets mistakenly believe that 
people are either smart or not; that intelligence is fixed by genes. 
People with growth mindsets correctly believe that capability and 
intelligence can be grown through effort, struggle and failure. Dweck 
found that those with a fixed mindset tended to focus their effort on 
tasks where they had a high likelihood of success and avoided tasks 
where they may have had to struggle, which limited their learning. 
People with a growth mindset, however, embraced challenges, and 
understood that tenacity and effort could change their learning 
outcomes. As you can imagine, this correlated with the latter group 
more actively pushing themselves and growing intellectually. 



The good news is that mindsets can be taught; they're malleable. 
What's really fascinating is that Dweck and others have developed 
techniques that they call 'growth mindset interventions' which have 
shown that even small changes in communication or seemingly 
innocuous comments can have fairly long-lasting implications for a 
person's mindset. For instance, praising someone's process ("I 
really like how you struggled with that problem") versus 
praising an innate trait or talent ("You're so clever!") is one 
way to reinforce a growth -mindset with someone. Process 
praise acknowledges the effort; talent praise reinforces the notion 
that one only succeeds (or doesn't) based on a fixed trait. And we've 
seen this on Khan Academy as well: students are spending more time 
learning on Khan Academy after being exposed to messages which 
praise their tenacity and grit and that underscore that the 
brain is like a muscle. 

I really want to start a national conversation that examines how we as 
a society can help people develop a growth mindset. In fact, the 
Internet is a dream for someone with a growth mindset. Between Khan 
Academy, MOOCs and others, there is unprecedented access to 
endless content to help you grow your mind. However, society isn't 
going to fully take advantage of this without growth mindsets being 
more prevalent. So what if we actively tried to change that? What if we 
began using whatever means are at our disposal to start performing 
growth mindset interventions on everyone we cared about? This is 
much bigger than Khan Academy or algebra it applies to how you 
communicate with your children, how you manage your team at work, 
how you learn a new language or instrument. If society as a whole 
begins to embrace the struggle of learning, there is no end to what that 
could mean for global human potential. 

And now here's a surprise for you. By reading this article itself, you've 
just undergone the first half of a growth-mindset intervention. The 
research shows that just being exposed to the research itself for 
example knowing that brain grows most by getting questions wrong, 
not right can begin to change a person's mindset. The second half of 
the intervention is for you to communicate the research with others. 
We've made a video (above) that celebrates the struggle of learning 
that will help you do this. After all, when my son, or for that matter, 
anyone else asks me about learning, I only want them to know one 
thing. As long as they embrace struggle and mistakes, they 
can learn anything.	


